








Drawings | made in my notebook on a very hot day in Jaltocan town, Hidalgo,
at the Mexican Huasteca. Fifteen women embroidered, working nearby,
with a silence only interrupted when laughing or scolding children

(Rita Ponce de Leén, 2012)
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We wo'y ask per isgﬁmmgko in a_nvd..pft‘ frdiit. heh,‘vﬁ.én we left wi
sacks, we thanked theni'With sméll’: nd the students did the sam
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£+ | will never forget it. A mestizo couple arrived, a well known hehletw'
4 q:ought his eight year old granddaughter. We went to the ro; d |§_Nas
7;,‘5 ocked because there was no bucket to vgmjt,ap_d_tﬁ_e jave a little bit to the
" girk- Then®Grimaldo brought healers; many from Yurimaguas. | drank with
them. | discov Very" quickly that it was extraordinary for my spiritual

development, and | decided to always continue. When | met Jacques (Mabi) I

started to go there, to Taki Wasi, because it coincided with the end of my
relationship with Pratec. That's why | took Randy there after his initiation as a
shaman. | think my radical transformation started in India, but continued here,
in a different way through ayahuasca, which works on yourself. It is a deep
work of spiritual development.

2CH: And now you want to dedicate yourself to help share Randy's work?

F: 1 donated everything to Randy before his initiation, because the accountant
suggested that | organize Sachamama as an inheritance for my children. But
they live in the United States. They are academics and they would have to sell
it. | didn't want it to be sold, | wanted it to continue, and the only person who
could carry on with it properly was Randy. He has built everything: the kitchen,
the swimming pool, the big house. Oro Verde brought an engineer, but | put
Randy in charge of the aesthetics. They didn't pay attention to him because he
doesn't have a diploma, but he managed to implement some radical changes
in the esthetics. He made everything well, a beautiful work.

2CH: How did Randy's initiation transform you?

F: I know Randy so well, like a son, and | knew he was telling me the truth. His
visions are very different from what | have experienced, much more dense and
precise. That thing about giving powers... Nobody gave me any power, they
were not preparing me to be a healer, never.They beat him up.They tried to kill
him and they almost managed. This is typical in ethnographic literature. It
does not only happen in Peru, Ecuador, Brazil, Bolivia. It was because he was
not the expected profile. Royner would have been obvious: he did the tours of
the medicinal plants, he explained everything. But they chose Randy and he
was well chosen, because he is an upright person, generous, you can trust him.
His parents are secular and he was raised secular. He is not Quechua, he is
mestizo, but the spirits have chosen very well. It is a mystery, we have to leave
it as a mystery, but | am very happy. Now all my effort is to make it known. |
want people to come to do diets, retreats, workshops, because that will allow
this project to grow. Not only the restaurant and the lodging, but also its
curanderismo.

2CH: Given the critical situation of the world, with so many life-threatening
problems, what can ayahuasca offer?

F: 1 say it at the end of the book "Shamanic Initiation": modernity has brought
us a lot of technology, indispensable things, cars, airplanes, cell phones,
computers. But the price of separating knowledge from ethics, from what is
good, becomes fatal. It is not by chance that we have epidemics of mental
illness and addiction. Because the world is dead, it is a machine. It drives you
crazy. An economic system based on competition undermines mental and
global health. The ecological crisis is part of that problem. We are part of
nature, we get sick like nature. If the world gets sick, we get sick because we
belong to the world. This eradication of shamanism, which was only done in
the West, has been fatal.

ublished now. Scientific research is being done on the
psychedelics, ayahuasca, mushrooms or LSD, which
ere is a deep irony, but beautiful, because the plants "of

p us. There is an infinite compassion that comes from above. | see this

.f> I-I__{hiétexjcal juncture as the possibility of something radically new. As those
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F: Aya can be translated as dead or as somethi ader than the other
orld, the world beyond death. Here they call it "Wo 1 side";
which means a side where there are ancestors, not only human ancestors, -
bu?a&o spirits, deities, gods, goddesses. It would be better translated as the
Liana dfthe Spirits. The word spirit in a very broad sense, meaning
everyfhing; encompassing the supernatural, the gods, goddesses, virgins,

everything that exists. It is what takes you to that other world.
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2CH: Could you tell me the th thing that comes to your mind about the
words Religion, Science, Orgasm and Life?

F: Religion: | couldn't tell you exactly, historically, when the word “religion”
was created. But it doesn't fit with Hinduism, Buddhism or many indigenous
practices. It is a Western word, a category that appeared when the State
separated religion and politics. The book "When Judaism became a
religion", by Leora Batnizky, made me see it, because it shows that Judaism
was a way of life, like Hinduism.

Science: The word science as it is used, refers to what was invented in
Western Europe in the sixteenth and seventeenth century: everything that
was written and can be verified. And it is supposed to be the same for the
whole world. It is one system of knowledge among many that exist, but the
only one that is believed to be universal. And that is what | tried to do the
most: to show that it is not universal, that it has deep roots in the European
historical, religious, social and political tradition.

Orgasm: In Michael Polan's book "How to Change Your Mind," there is a
quote from a volunteer in psychedelic studies, who was dying of cancer.
When he is injected with a psychedelic substance, he says, "I didn't know
one could have a soul orgasm." | love that expression. We should have more
orgasms. The physical orgasms are also of the soul. That's the uncommon
tantric tradition that | learned in India, where through ritual sexual practice,
the physical orgasm becomes also of the soul. That's the way it should be for
many people.

Life: Life has been desacralized by Western modernity, in a horrific way. Our
modern Western civilization kills it. We have to change and learn from other
traditions, knowledges and spiritualities. Life is stronger than those who kill
life. | admire the spirits who have so much compassion. They are going to
help those people who are as arrogant as to think that they know everything
or can know everything.
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